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On Monday, October 18, 2004, Grace Family Vineyards
and Chef Charlie Trotter partnered together to celebrate
the work of WITS in an intimate dinner party at the home
of Abby O’Neil and Carroll Joynes. This second Grace Wine
and Charlie Trotter dinner party was an even bigger suc-
cess than the inaugural event held in 2003.   

Renowned for donating rare, expensive wines to
fundraising causes around the world, Dick and Ann Grace
of Grace Family Vineyards in Napa Valley toasted the WITS
organization and its numerous volunteers. “I’m so glad
that we can play a part in helping out such a worthwhile
organization,” said Dick. “This dinner is a wonderful way of
gathering generous individuals who really care about
WITS, its volunteers, and its students. Not only are they
enjoying an excellent dinner among friends, but they also
benefit from knowing their generous contributions are
helping numerous Chicago children in need.” 

Dick Grace donated three bottles of Grace Family
Vineyards wine to the silent auction following the dinner.
Adding a special touch to these bottles, a student from
Jordan Elementary School custom designed each of the
labels. Chef Charlie Trotter graciously donated staff, food,
linens, silverware, and plates and treated the 37 guests to
an eight-course meal.  

The success of this unique wine and food benefit was
due in large part to the tireless efforts of WITS Board Co-
Chairs Ginny and Roger Carlson. “Participating in this
event is such a rewarding experience for Ginny and me,”
said Roger. “Not only is it a lot of fun to plan, but it’s also
wonderful knowing that all of our efforts are paying off for
these kids. The added bonus was having a WITS-tutored
student and her teacher present. It’s a perfect reminder of
why we’ve all come together in the first place.”   

Before the dinner began, the teacher, Sharon Ponder
from Brown Elementary School, and one of her students
shared their positive experiences with a WITS Classroom
Assistant with all of the guests.

Raising nearly $140,000 for WITS – an impressive
$30,000 more than the prior year’s event – the Grace Wine
and Charlie Trotter dinner event proved again to be a huge
success. The Graces and Chef Trotter have already begun
planning the third and final event, which will take place
again in October. 

Charlie Trotter’s Chefs

From left to right, Roger Carlson, Student
from Brown Elementary, Dick Grace, Sharon
Ponder, Charlie Trotter
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# of volunteers 1,688

# of partnering organizations 40

# of bus routes 33

# of schools 31



$40,000 +
Chicago Public Schools
Polk Bros. Foundation    

$25,000-$39,999
Citigroup Foundation   
USG Foundation, Inc. 

$10,000-$24,999
A. Montgomery Ward Foundation     
Ariel Capital Management     
Bank One Foundation     
Ginny & Roger Carlson     
Civic Ventures     
Credit Suisse First Boston Foundation
D & R Fund     
Equity Office Properties Trust
UBS      
Dr. Frank Komorowski      
LaSalle Bank      
Mr. Robert Lifton & Ms. Carol Rosofsky 
Quaker/PepsiCo Beverages & Foods   
R.F. Foundation      
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Stone   

$5,000-$9,999
ABN AMRO Financial Services    
Mr. James Alexandre    
Anonymous     
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Berlacher     
Chicago Tribune     
Deloitte & Touche   
Goldman, Sachs & Co.     
Mrs. Paul Guenzel     
Humana      
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Johnson         
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Lind      
Mr. Mike Molnar      
Kenneth & Harle Montgomery Foundation   
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Nielsen      
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pond     
Greenbrier & Russel     
Mr. Gideon Searle     
Dr. Douglas Van Putten     
Zell Family Foundation 

$2,500-$4,999
Equity Residential Foundation      
The Generations Fund      
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Gustafson      
Mr. John Hart & Ms. Carol Prins  
Hewitt Associates Foundation      
Ms. Suzy Kull      
Mr. & Mrs. William Lee      
Ms. Mary Beth Liccioni      
Dr. Barry Minerof      
Ward C. Rogers Foundation  
Mr. & Mrs. Carl R. Tannenbaum          
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Weiner      
Lili Ann & Richard Zisook     

$1,000-$2,499
American Express Tax & Business Services   
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Altemus      
Mr. & Mrs. James Alter      
Arie & Ida Crown Memorial     
Association of Legal Administrators
Greater Chicago      

Mr. Sheldon Baskin & Ms. Judy Wise  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Brehm      
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Brown      
Ms. Jamie Buzil      
Mr. Jim Campbell        
Chicago Board Options Exchange    
Mr. & Mrs. James Clary      
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Eisen      
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Elden      
Mr. Michael Engelhart          
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Fields      
Mr. David Friedler    
Mr. & Mrs. Marion Gajek      
Mr. & Mrs. James Garard III      
Mr. James Houlihan & Ms. Ann Tighe  
Mr. Mark Hutchinson      
Priscilla & Steve Kersten    
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kraus      
Lake County Partnership for Economic 

Development    
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Maddox      
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Malkin      
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Malnati      
Mrs. Jan Matz      
Mr. Brian Meister      
Mr. Cary Mendelsohn      
Mr. Robert Mink      
Mr. & Mrs. Newton Minow  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morris      
Ms. Helen Morrison      
Ms. Abby O'Neil & Mr. Carroll Joynes  
Oppenheimer Family Foundation  
Ms. Barbara Parson     
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Pearl      
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Pollard      
Ms. Cynthia Stone Raskin      
Sacks Family Foundation      
Mr. John Schlossman    
Mr. Ronald Sonenthal      
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Stone    
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Swaney     
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Weiner      
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Ziegler      
Ms. Carlene Ziegler     

$200-$999
Mr. Carl S. Allegretti     
Mr. Shaun Andrews     
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Annes     
Ms. Marie Aries     
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Aronson, Jr.     
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Ashley     
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Ashley     
Mr. & Mrs. Paul O. Anda     
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Appelbaum     
Ms. Jill Jacobs Baar     
Mr. John W. Baird     
Mr. William Bartholomay   
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Beda    
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Bernstein     
Mr. Douglas Besso     
Mr. & Mrs. Philip D. Block III   
Ms. Becky Born     
Ms. Catherine Brokenshire     
Mr. & Mrs. William Bronner     
Carter & Dane Brooksher     
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Buder     
Ms. Rebecca Carl    

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Carlson     
Mr. Craigh Cepukenas     
Chicago Building Congress     
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce   
Chicago/Midwest Chapter Turnaround 

Management Association  
Mr. John Coban     
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Coe     
Ms. Marcia Cohn     
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cohn    
Ms. Madeleine Corbeil    
Mr. & Mrs. George Cotsirilos     
Mr. Rob Creek     
Ms. Betty Cronin     
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Delaney     
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Doherty     
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Dunn     
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dry     
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Edelman     
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Fairchild     
Mrs. Zollie S. Frank   
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Friend     
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Gaynor     
Mr. John Gingell     
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Glassberg     
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gofen     
Honorable Allen Goldberg     
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Goldberg     
Mr. & Mrs. David Goldman     
Mrs. Lyn Goldstein     
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goodkind     
Mrs. Sylvia Gordon     
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gray     
Mrs. Molly Green     
Ms. Frances Grossman    
Mr. & Mrs. David Grumhaus    
Ms. Deb DeHaas     
Ms. Janice Rodgers & Mr. Dean Hagan  
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hammerman     
Mr. David Harper     
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Helman     
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Hirschmann     
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Holleb     
Mr. Randy Holzman     
Dr. & Mrs. Loren Hutter     
Ms. Jill Jaman     
Ms. Sherry John     
Ms. Candice Johnson     
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kaplan     
Ms. Katherine Katz     
Ms. Linda Kinzelberg     
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Koldyke   
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Koppel     
Mr. Bradly Kovin     
Mr. Fred Krol, Jr.     
Mr. & Mrs. John Lahey     
Ms. Donna LaPietra & Mr. Bill Kurtis 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald LeBoyer     
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Lehman     
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Lehman    
Mr. Paul Lehman & Ms. Ronna Stamm 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lepman     
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Levin     
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Levin     
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Levine    
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Levinson     
Mr. Bertram Lewis     
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Libowsky     

Mr. & Mrs. Judd Malkin     
Ms. Jill Markowski     
Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family Foundation   
McDermott, Will & Emery     
Mr. Richard M. Morrow     
Mr. Jim Murphy     
Mr. Thomas J. Murphy     
Ms. Dawn Clark Netsch & Walter A. 

Netsch 
Mr. & Mrs. James Newmark     
Ms. Amy Nigrelli     
Ms. Katherine L. Olson   
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Parsons     
Ms. Casey Carter Paul     
Kerry & Hillary Peck     
Mr. Richard S. Pepper   
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Port     
Ms. Kathy Powers     
Mr. Bill Pry    
Real Estate Finance Forum     
Risk Management Association     
Ms. Sara Rostolder     
Mr. David Rosen & Ms. Amy Zisook 
Mr. & Mrs. Burton Rosenberg     
Mr. & Mrs. David Ruttenberg     
Ms. Monica Sabo     
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Saltzman     
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Scotti Jr. M.D.   
ShoreBank     
Ms. Maren Sloth     
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Stagman     
Ms. Nikki Stein     
Mr. Allan Steinberg     
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Stone    
Mr. James H. Stone 
Mr. Alan Sussman    
Ms. Beth Sussman     
Ms. Eileen Sweeney     
Ms. Marlene Szymanski     
Ms. Kathy Thompson     
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Roy Treister     
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Turow     
Ms. Nancy Vaile     
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Weinberg     
Ms. Cynthia Weis     
Ms. Julie Wheeler 
Ms. Nancy Williams     
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wormley     
Mr. Dennis Yohe     
Mr. & Mrs. Edmond Zisook     
Soretta & Henry Shapiro 

Family Foundation
Mr. Andrew Simmons   
Mr. & Mrs. William Steinmetz   
Ms. Gloria Stern   
Ms. Carol Stone   
Ms. Carole David Stone   
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Straight   
Ms. Eileen Sweeney   
Tri-State International
Mrs. Roy Warshawsky   
Ms. Elaine Weinberg   
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Weiner   
Mr. Robert Wislow  
Rev. Addie Wyatt   
Mr. Zachary Zisook 

WITS is deeply grateful for the generous contributions of our donors.  Your support of the WITS tutoring and mentor-
ing programs is critical to our success in serving children in the Chicago Public Schools.

Below is a list of WITS supporters from September 1, 2004 through March 31, 2005. Due to space limitations, we are listing contributions above $200.
Please know that all donors’ names will appear in the WITS annual report and accept our heartfelt gratitude.

WITS sincerely regrets any omissions or misspellings.  In the event of an error, please call us at 312.368.9487 to allow us to make the necessary correction.
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Ms. Anita Andalman
Association of Legal
Administrators

Mr. & Mrs. James Garard III
Mr. James Garard, Jr.
Grace Family Vineyards

Harper Collins Publishers
Dr. Frank Komorowski
Lero & Associates

The Rothstein Family
UBS

IN-KIND DONORS

GIFT REPORT



On March 3, seven teams of buzzing bees gathered for the second

annual WITS Corporate Spelling Bee to benefit Working in the Schools

(WITS). 

Competition among teams was fierce but, in the end, the U-Bee-S

team took home first place honors. Vying back and forth for second and

third place trophies were the Chicago Tribune and Ariel Capital

Management Bee Hive teams. But after a number of close rounds, the

Chicago Tribune team finally stung its competition, coming in second

place. 

In addition to first place bragging rights, the UBS team won a year's

worth of school supplies for the Chicago Public School classroom of

their choice. Medill Elementary School is this year’s lucky school as it is

the site for UBS’ Power Lunch program; 52 employees read with Medill

3rd graders every Tuesday. The school supplies were generously donated

in a school supply drive conducted by the Association of Legal

Administrators (more information on the supply drive can be found in

the article below).

Bill Kurtis was at the top of his game in his second appearance as

Pronouncer for the Bee. Also returning to the Bee for their second year

were producer and special "Queen Bee" Donna LaPietra, best selling

novelist Scott Turow, and City of Chicago Beekeeper Stephanie Averill.

Making his Bee debut, renowned jazz musician Ramsey Lewis served as

the fourth celebrity WITS Corporate Spelling Bee judge.

Not only were the judges responsible for monitoring and guiding

the Bee, but they were also charged with dispensing awards for the 'Best

Dressed,' 'Most Popular,' and 'Miss/Mr. Congeniality' Bee Hives. 'Best

Dressed' went to Ariel Capital Management, 'Most Popular' was award-

ed to City Hall, and the 'Miss/Mr. Congeniality' award went to the charm-

ing, albeit not terribly high scoring, Humana team. LaSalle Bank and

Goldman Sachs also spelled off in this year's Bee. 

Thanks to the in-kind donations of UBS, guests cheered on their

favorite teams after swarming the grilled cheese, peanut butter & jelly

sandwiches, and rice krispie treats at the beautiful UBS Conference

Center.

To UBS, the team of celebrity judges, and all seven Bee Hive teams,

WITS is forever G-R-A-T-E-F-U-L and already looking forward to the third

annual Corporate Spelling Bee next year!
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U-BEE-S STINGS ITS COMPETITION AT THE 
2ND ANNUAL WITS CORPORATE SPELLING BEEA

dh K rS cxfc T

Celebrity Judges: Stephanie Averill,

Donna LaPietra, Ramsey Lewis,

Scott Turow

Bee Winners: Bill Kurtis, Scott Turow,Tim Shields, Scott Pfister, ChrisWalquist, Stephanie Averill, DonnaLaPietra, Ramsey Lewis

“Best Dressed” Peter Thompson, MellodyHobson, Matt McGuire

Pronouncer Bill Kurtis

As part of its Annual Community

Challenge Project, the Greater Chicago Chapter

of the Association of Legal Administrators

(ALA) chose to partner with WITS this year.

This global initiative encourages the worldwide

law firm community to positively impact the

lives of those less fortunate through 

community enrichment programs.

Many ALA member firms participated in a

month-long school supply drive, collecting

approximately $5,000 worth of notebooks, fold-

ers, pencils, arts and crafts supplies and much

more, to be donated to WITS for distribution.

When presented with a box brimming with sup-

plies for her classroom, one grateful teacher

remarked, “I never thought I would cry over #2

pencils!”

WITS was able to use six boxes full of

these school supplies for the 2nd Annual

Corporate Spelling Bee Grand Prize. When UBS

placed first, they awarded their Power Lunch

classroom at Medill Elementary with school

supplies for an entire year.

In addition, the ALA hosted a holiday

party for the benefit of both Perspectives

School students and the adult artists from the

Arts of Life Center.  As part of the community

service enrichment curriculum at Perspectives,

8th grade students have spent the first part of

the school year making bi-monthly field trips to

Arts of Life, Inc. Studio, a non-profit arts studio

that provides a workspace for artists with

developmental disabilities.

Finally, the Chicago Chapter of ALA made

a $1,000 cash donation to WITS.  The ALA

salutes WITS and congratulates the ongoing

efforts of the Perspectives students’ commit-

ment to community outreach programs.Top: ALA Holiday Party
Above: From left to right, Tim Shields, UBS
Winning Speller, Ms. Butler, Medill Teacher, Mr.
Metz, Medill Principal

HOLIDAY CHEER



On Monday, December 20, 2004, UBS 

invited members of the non-profit 

community to a grant award luncheon 

featuring Maggie Daley as the keynote 

speaker.  WITS was one of 40 

agencies to receive funding from UBS.

We thank UBS for their on-going support.
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STAYING HOME TO BENEFIT WITS  

What: 2nd Annual Stay at Home and Read a Good Book non-event
Date: December 2004
Time: Whenever convenient
Attire: Comfortable (pajamas, socks, sweatshirts)
Why: To benefit WITS 

Deb DeHaas, Deloitte Regional Managing Partner,
Strategic Client Services presented WITS President
Ron Sonenthal with a Community Impact Award
for his outstanding community involvement, pas-
sion, excellence, and leadership. The award money
was then graciously donated to WITS by Deloitte in
honor of Ron.  We thank Deloitte for their generosity and
Ron for his commitment!

WITS BENEFITS FROM
COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD 

It was an event unlike any other—not only could those
attending wear whatever they wanted, they could also read
whenever it was convenient. And the options for dinner were
endless—some ate steak, others ate lasagna.  But the high-
light of the WITS winter “non-event” was “staying home to
read a good book.”

In preparation for the big event, guests visited bookstores or
local libraries to choose the right book. Some attendees
chose old classics like “To Kill a Mockingbird” while others
opted for “Wicked,” in honor of the WITS spring event. 

According to one Stay at Home and Read a Good Book
attendee, “This event was so convenient for us!  Not only did

I not have to buy a new dress, but I also didn’t have to coor-
dinate a babysitter and spend a night away from home.
Events don’t get much more flexible than this!” 

While WITS donors around Chicago stayed home, WITS stu-
dents and volunteers benefited from new books, supplies
and valued transportation to and from the schools we serve. 
In the end, the 2nd Annual “Stay Home and Read a Good
Book non-event” raised more than $30,000!  Thank you for
staying home and making a difference in the lives of Chicago
Public School children. 



• CBOE has been involved with Workplace Mentoring for five years. 

• A total of 37 volunteers from CBOE are participating in the Workplace
Mentoring program this 2004–2005 school year.

• Volunteers work with students in fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh grades
from Drake Public School.

• According to last year’s program evaluation, Workplace Mentoring 
students were all African-American (100%), male and female evenly split
(51% and 49%) who came from low-income families (94.6% qualified for
free lunches).

• Evaluation results show that 85% of all students mentored by CBOE 
volunteers improved their ITBS reading raw score between 2003 and 2004. 
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CBOE Workplace Mentoring Snapshot:

WITS is thrilled to announce that we
recently moved to a new location! 

Our new address in Chicago’s downtown is:

200 West Adams, Suite 1205
Chicago, IL 60606

Our new phone number is 312/368-9487
(WITS) and fax is 312/368-7011.

WITS VOLUNTEER PROFILE:
JAY ROSENBLOOM 

Jay Rosenbloom has worked as a market manager

for the Chicago Board of Exchange (CBOE) for

20 years. Through CBOE, Jay has volunteered as

a mentor in WITS’ Workplace Mentoring pro-

gram for five years with students at Drake

Elementary, at 2722 South King

What motivated you to become a WITS volunteer?
A close friend of mine volunteered for a similar program and found the

experience very fulfilling, so when I first heard about WITS, I thought I would

give it a try.  I really enjoy working with kids, so I’ve greatly enjoyed being a

mentor.  

What activities do you focus on with your students?
The primary activity that I work on with my student, Ashley Willis, is read-

ing. I have also tried to supplement the reading cards with current event arti-

cles from the newspapers. We also spend time each session discussing the

school and family activities she is participating in.

Is the program rewarding for you?
Yes, the program is very rewarding. Just being able to bring the students

to the CBOE is a great facet of Workplace Mentoring. They get to see where

the people that mentor them work and they get a positive change of scenery.

It’s really fun to see their faces as they take it all in. I met my wife in college

and we’ve been married more than 16 years.  Kathy is a physician, specializ-

ing in Allergy and Asthma.  We have three daughters; Lindsay (13), Haley (11),

and Mallory (8), and we live in Highland Park.

What book is on your nightstand right now?  
I am currently reading The Broker by John Grisham.

What advice would you give children today?
I would recommend that children read anything they can get their hands

on. Books, magazines, and newspapers help kids expand their horizons so

much. I believe everyone should set goals and strive to achieve them. Once

you reach your goals, make new ones.

What advice would you give other mentors?
I would tell all mentors to recommend the WITS program to friends and

fellow workers. Once you get involved, it is a great experience to be a mentor.

Sometimes I think I get more out of it than my student does!

New Corporate Partners:

WITS would like to welcome tag, ltd. as our
newest corporate partner. 

Thank you for your commitment.

CLICK HERE!

Do you want to receive our newsletter via email? 
Send your email address to 

jen@witsontheweb.org.

We at WITS extend our most heartfelt condolences to the

family and friends of Richard Gottlieb, a dedicated volun-

teer who passed away this February.  Along with his stu-

dents and teachers at Schiller School, we will miss him

dearly.  WITS is truly honored to be the recipient of the

many recent contributions in his honor.

We Moved!
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