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Working In The Schools, a tutoring and mentoring program

involving community members, area businesses and local high

school students, provides volunteers to support the education

and development of children in the Chicago Public Schools.

MISSION

Mayor Richard M. Daley, WITS Honorary Chairman
Joanne Alter, Co-Founder
Marion Stone, Co-Founder
Robert B. Lifton, Chair
Ginny Carlson, Co-President
Roger Carlson, Co-President
Ronald Sonenthal, Treasurer
Ellen O’Connor, Secretary
Robert Allegrini
Dorothy Brown
Mary Ellen Guest
Julie Kelly
Donna LaPietra
Elliot Lehman
Elaine Levinson
Terri Lind
Thomas J. Murphy
Jerry Roper
Deirdre Joy-Smith
Roz Supera
Beth Sussman
Thomas Swaney
Eileen Sweeney
Carl Tannenbaum
Peter Thompson
Elaine Weinberg
Lili Ann Zisook

WITS STAFF
Administration
Mary Ellen Guest, Executive Director
Lauren Weiner, Deputy Director
Toya Maddox, Office Manager

Programs
Liz Smith, Director of Training
Rachel Hutter, Program Manager
Robyn Strauss, Program Associate
Jen Davis, Program Associate
Nelson Portillo, Program Evaluator

WITS BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

www.witsontheweb.org

IN HONOR 
AND MEMORY

All the volunteers who
work in the program
Joanne Alter
Traci Beck
Ivan Bloom
Camille Carlson
Ginny & Roger Carlson
Rebecca Carlson
Shira Caspe
Crayton Fouler Montei
Lynn & Glenn Goldman
David & Andrea Goldman
Erin Halperin
Bernard Kramer
Aimee Lang
Elaine & Donald
Levinson
Elaine Levinson
Bud  Lifton
Holly Light 
Donna Light-Donovan
Terri Lind

Jan Matz
Kathy & Vince McShane
Pat Miller
Thomas Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald
Rashkow
Sunny Robin
Daryl Schelly
Karl Schelly
Joseph Schonthal
Marion Stone
Roz Supera
Jill Supera
Chris Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Myron
Warshauer
Norm & Josephine Wecker
Lee Weinberg
Lauren Weiner
Richard Zisook
Lili Ann  Zisook

The WITS mission lives in the hearts of our supporters.
Contributions made to WITS in honor or in memory of
friends, mentors and loved ones are extraordinary. 

Contributions were made in honor of the following 
individuals in FY 2003 (July 1, 2003–June 30, 2004).

Tributes were made in memory of the following 
individuals in FY 2003 (July 1, 2003–June 30, 2004).

Thomas Brehm
Karri Casner
Evan Clark
LeRoy W. Cooper, Jr.
Mary Parson Donnellan
Mother Evelyn
Babs Fell
Sophie Goldner
Helen Guest
R. Hanson
Virginia John

Ed Kuhn
Alan Lewis
Edward Lewis
Anne Listak
Peter MacKinnon
Mary Mick Bradley
Bungie Plotzker
Erwin "Duke" Rubin
Rae Sapiente
Richard Simon
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Butterfield 8
Rebecca Carlson
Charles Ifergan Salon
Charlie Trotter's
Chicago Aquarium & Pond
Chicago Bulls
Chicago Cubs
Chicago White Sox
Club Lucky
Crate & Barrel
Cuddeback's Landscaping and
Maintenance
Deer Valley Lodging
Deer Valley Ski Resort
Eli's Cheesecake
Enaz
Entertainment Weekly
Erwin
Fontainebleau Hilton Resort
Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation
Trust
Martin Gomez
Hallagan Office Supply
Halo Salon
Hilton Hotels Corporation
Hilton San Francisco
Rachel Hutter
Illinois Sports Facilities Authority
J. Alexander's
Jill Jacobs-Baar

Jake Melnick's
Jewel
Joe's Sports Bar
K.O. Construction
Kincade's
King Crab
Kinko's Inc.
Krispy Kreme
Kurtis Productions
Lake Forest Sportscars
Lake Shore Athletic Club
Lettuce Entertain You
Lincoln Park Athletic Club
Little Brown & Co.
Lou Malnati's
Magic Needle
Mayor's Office of Special Events
Nookies Tree
Office Depot
Old Town School of Folk Music
Olga's
Optica
Orbitz
Osco Drug
p.45
Palmer House Hilton
Party Art
Piece
Pleasant Company
Press Type & Copy

Priya Yoga
Random House, Inc.
Relax The Back
Robert Jeffrey
Rock Bottom Restaurant
Natalie Rothstein
Russian Tea Time
Smith & Wollensky
Soleil
Natalie Spears
Stich
Tatu Tatto
The Art Store
The Chopping Block
The Flower Firm
The Goodman Theatre
The Hamu Family
The Pasta Bowl and The Other
Side Bar & Grill
The Ruth Page Foundation
The Second City
ThinkFilm
Thousand Waves Martial Arts &
Self Defense Center, NFP
Thyme
Tony & Tina's Wedding
UBS
Victory Gardens Theater
Walgreens
Xsport Fitness

A NOTE TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Gifts in this report were made during the
2003–2004 fiscal year (July 1, 2003–June
30, 2004).  If we have incorrectly listed 
or omitted any names, we sincerely 
apologize. Please call the Development
Department if you have any questions or
concerns: (312) 751-WITS.

An extra special thanks to Chef Charlie Trotter, Bill Kurtis and Donna LaPietra (our "Queen

Bee") of Kurtis Productions for the outstanding generosity and dedication to WITS.
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Mr. & Mrs. Harold Schiff 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Schiff 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Schiller 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Bruce Schimberg 
Ms. Dannit Schneider 
Ms. Tina Schulten 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven F. Schwab 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Schwab 
Mr. Hank Schwab 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Schwartz 
Ms. Jody Schwartz 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Scotti Jr., M.D.
Mr. Michael Sear 
Mr. Mitchell Sechman 
Dr. Joy Segal, Ph.D.
Ms. Cindy Serio 
Ms. Soretta Shapiro 
Mr. Lawrence Sherman 
Mr. & Mrs. William Sherman 
Ms. Laura Shroyer Liss 
Mr. Jeffery Shyken 
Mrs. Susan Sickle 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sickle 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Siegel 
Ms. Lore Silberman 
Mr. Michael Silverman 
Mr. Andrew Simmons 
Mr. & Mrs. John Simmons 
Judge & Mrs. Seymour Simon 
Ms. Frederica Sims 
Mr. Bill Singer 
Mr. Brian Singer 
Ms. Hortense Singer 
Mr. Jeffrey Sirota 
Ms. Rebecca Sive 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Skipper 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Skurnick 
Ms. Maren Sloth 
Ms. Edna Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Snower 
Ms. Laura Southwick 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Spagat 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Spak 
Ms. Sheri Spielman 
Mr. Frank Spoto 
Mr. Paul Spraycar 

Ms. Michelle St. Jacques 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Stanwood 
Ms. Julia Stasch 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Steele 
Mr. Eric Stefancic 
Ms. Heather Steffen 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Steinberg 
Mr. Allan Steinberg 
Ms. Carolyn Stephan 
Ms. Gloria Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Stern 
Hon. & Mrs. Adlai Stevenson 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Stone 
Ms. Carole David Stone 
Ms. Carol Stone 
Ms. Dianne Stone 
Ms. Jonieta Stone 
Ms. Phoebe Stone 
Ms. Ellen Stone - Belic 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Straight 
Mr. & Mrs. John Supera 
Ms. Eileen Sweeney 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Swett 
Ms. Dorothy Tannenbaum 
Ms. Alyce Taxe 
Ms. Eleanor Taylor 
Ms. Alexis Tessler 
Mr. & Mrs. Len Tobiaski 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Tomingas 
Ms. Sally Trotter 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Turow 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Uhlmann 
Mr. Edward Underhill 
Anat Unruh 
Mr. Grant Unterberg 
Mrs. Virginia Vale 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vanecko 
Mr. Andrew Vitale 
Ms. Josephine Vorda 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Wallach 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Waller 
Ms. Alice Walsh 
Mr. Jeffrey Walton 
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Warden 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Warshauer 
Mrs. Roy Warshawsky 
Mr. Michael Wasserman 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Weber 
Mrs. Josephine Wecker 
Ms. Elaine Weinberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Judd Weinberg 
Mr. David Weinberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Weiner 
Ms. Lauren Weiner 
Mr. Matthew Weisman 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Weiss 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Weiss 
Mrs. Bernice Weissbourd 
Mr. Scott Weitzman 
Mr. James Wells 
Ms. Julie Wexler 
Mr. & Mrs. Blair White 
Mr. Matt Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Winter 
Mr. Robert Wislow 
Ms. Iris Witkowsky 
Ms. Gladys L. Wolff 
Ms. Ann Wolff 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Wool 
Mr. James Wray 
Rev. Addie Wyatt 
Mr. Scott Yonover 
Mr. Adam Yorke 
Ms. Beverly Zacharias 
Mr. Corey Zimmerman 
Mr. Zachary Zisook 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerrold Zisook 
Ms. Allison Zisook 
Ms. Amy Zisook & Mr. David
Rosen
Ms. Ashley Zisook 
Mr. & Mrs. Seymour J. Zisook 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zucker 
Ms. Rebecca Zweifel 

IN-KIND DONORS
Abt Electronics
Accredited Domestics
Acorn Tire
Amalfi Hotel
Atlas Stationers, Inc.
Blumgarten & Co.
Bright Smile Dental

GIFT REPORT
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Dear Friends,

At the end of our fiscal year, we are pleased to report on the tremendous growth
of the WITS volunteer force and recognize the many donors who have made
heartfelt contributions to help us fulfill our mission.

This report will provide information regarding the increase of Power Lunch vol-
unteers and the newly released preliminary evaluation results, the special com-
mitment of Workplace Mentoring volunteers, the continued support of our
Classroom Assistants and the innovative and enthusiastic Junior Board
Saturday Program volunteers.

As we reflect on the great achievement of our volunteer programs, we continue
to be grateful for the unwavering commitment of our supporters.  Thank you for
staying home and reading your favorite book, cheering on your favorite busi-
ness at our Corporate Spelling Bee and most importantly, for honoring Mayor
Daley as the honorary chair of WITS.

We thank all of the many donors, friends and volunteers who contributed to
WITS in 2003–2004.  We strive everyday to enhance our programs and enrich the
lives of 5,000 Chicago Public Schools students.  Thank you for your dedication
and for believing in the mission of WITS.

Ron Sonenthal Ginny Carlson Roger Carlson
Incoming President Past Co-President Past Co-President

LETTER FROM THE
INCOMING PRESIDENT

AND PAST CO-PRESIDENTS
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Loeb 
Dr. Phyllis Loeff 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Loewenstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lombardo 
Ms. Jean London 
Ms. Kerry Loughnane 
Ms. Marcena Love 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lowenthal 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Lubin 
Mr. Paul Lucas 
Ms. Melinda Lurie 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Lustbader 
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Lyons 
Mr. Phillip Lyons 
Ms. Ellen MacEntee 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Madden 
Ms. Carole Maguire 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Malnati 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Mandell 
Mr. & Mrs. George Mann 
Mr. & Mrs. James Marks 
Mrs. Ira Marks 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Marks 
Ms. Amy Marsico 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Massel 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Matthew 
Ms. Lindsay Maxon 
Ms. Angelique Mayes 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mazur 
Mr. & Mrs. James McCann 
Ms. Marilyn McCarville 
Mr. Patrick McGrath 
Ms. Donna McKay 
Mr. Stephen McManus 
Mrs. J. James McPharlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Mecklenburg 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Melamed 
Mr. Michael Melton 
Ms. Rita Meltzer 
Ms. Pam Menaker 
Mr. Scott Mendelsohn 
Mr. Ronald A. Messina 
Ms. Melinda Metzger 
Ms. Alison Meyers 
Mr. Gerald Meyers 
Ms. Bari Michelon 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Miller 

Ms. Laura Miller 
Mr. James C. Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mitchel 
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Molner 
Mr. Kevin Moran 
Ms. Torrie Moreland 
Ms. Ali Morris 
Honorable Rita Mullins 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nathan 
Ms. Harriet Nathan 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Nathan 
Mr. & Mrs. Cary Neiman 
Ms. Judith Neisser 
Ms. Dawn Clark Netsch 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Newell 
Ms. Edward Newman 
Mr. Terry Newman 
Mr. & Mrs. James Newmark 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Nitekman 
Mr. Michael Nitekman 
Mr. Bob Nitekman 
Ms. Courtney Nolan 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Noonan 
Ms. Ellen O'Connor 
Mr. Dan O'Connor 
Mr. Brendan O'Connor 
Mr. Todd O'Gorman 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim O'Hea 
Ms. Katherine L. Olson 
Ms. Bevin O'Neil 
Mr. William Oostenbrug 
Ms. Michelle Paetow 
Mrs. David Parson 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Parsons 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Pauly 
Rami Peltz 
Ms. Margot Peters 
Mr. & Mrs. Ellard Pfaelzer, Jr. 
Mr. Larry Pfaffenbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Philipsborn 
Ms. Etta Pink 
Mr. Nelson Portillo 
Dr. & Mrs. David Presman 
Ms. Dorothy Press 
Mr. Jeffrey Procopio 
Mr. Christopher Provenzano 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Prussian 

Mr. Bill Pry 
Ms. Odyssia Quadrani 
Ms. Sylvia Radov 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Rakowsky 
Ms. Carrie Ratliff 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Read  III 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Reinhard 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Reis 
Ms. Judith Rice 
Ms. Ann Richard 
Mr. Larry Richman 
Mr. John Rico 
Mr. Steve Riedl 
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Rieger 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rivkin 
Mr. Chad Robbins 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roberts 
Ms. Sunny Robin 
Ms. Eve Rodriguez 
Ms. Rachel Roemke 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Rosenberg 
Ms. Jeanne Rosenberg 
Ms. Kate Rosenbloom 
Dr. Louis Rosenblum 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rosenfield 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Rosenthal 
Mrs. Edith Rosskam 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Roth 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rothschild 
Mr. Adam Roubitchek 
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence H. Rubin 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Rubiner 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Rubnitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Rudoy 
Mr. Donald Ruhman 
Ms. Anita Russum 
Ms. Jackie Sabath 
Ms. Jean Sachs 
Mr. Bruce Sagan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Sahlins 
Mr. Zev Salomon 
Ms. Alyne Salstone 
Mr. Manuel Sanchez 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sapiente 
Mr. Nicholas Saters 
Mrs. Faye Sawyier 
Mr. Scott Schaefer 

GIFT REPORT
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Imagine: It’s dusk in Chicago. A five year old child nestles beneath bedcovers and the 
colorful pages of Click Clack Moo, Cows That Type, waiting for the day’s final activity—the 
bedtime story. One hour of adult attention devoted solely to the child. One hour when
words and ideas leap off pages into vocabulary and imagination. One hour when a caring
adult demonstrates that reading is not only important but fun.  

For many low-income children, this hour never comes. Children raised in poverty often
begin school with limited exposure to books and, as a result, underdeveloped literacy and
language skills (Adams, 1990). While the average middle class kindergarten student has
been exposed to 1,000 to 1,700 hours of one-on-one picture book reading, the average 
low-income kindergartner has been exposed to 24 hours (McQuillan, 1988). Thus, the first
shared reading experience for many of these children occurs outside of the home.

The WITS Power Lunch program offers students one hour to spend with a caring, educated
adult to improve their attitudes toward reading, reading-related skills and reading 
motivation.

It’s a simple idea with overwhelming results.  The 2003–2004 preliminary evaluation results
are the best yet!  

Preliminary findings impressively indicated that Power Lunch students outperform 
non–Power Lunch students in all of the following areas:

ORAL FLUENCY

• The number of Power Lunch students with high oral fluency increased by 36% while the
oral fluency increase of non–Power Lunch students was 13%, only half as much.

READING CONFIDENCE

• The number of Power Lunch students exhibiting confidence when reading increased by
11% while the confidence levels of non–Power Lunch students increased by only 1%.

ATTITUDES TOWARD READING

• 47% of Power Lunch students vs. 36% of non-Power Lunch students improved their
attitudes toward recreational reading.

• 51% of Power Lunch students vs. 43% of non–Power Lunch students improved their
attitudes toward academic reading.

POWER 
LUNCH GIFT REPORT

Mr. Roland Ginzel 
Mr. Jonathan Glashan 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Glass 
Ms. Christine Glatz 
Ms. Laurie Glenn-Gista 
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Glick 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Glossberg 
Ms. Vanessa Glynn 
Mr. Ronald Goers 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gofen 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Goldberg 
Ms. Karen Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. James Golding 
Mr. & Mrs. David Goldman 
Ms. Andrea Goldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Goldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Goldsher 
Ms. Marjorie Goldsmith 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Goodman 
Mr. Judd Goodman 
Mr. Jason Goodman 
Mr. Robert Goodman 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Goodman 
Mr. J.C. Goodrich 
Mrs. Sylvia Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gottlieb 
Ms. Elizabeth Graettinger 
Mr. & Mrs. Millard Grauer 
Ms. Stephanie Greenfield 
Ms. Cynthia Greenleaf 
Ms. Joanne Greenstein 
Mr. Joseph Gregoire 
Mr. Alex Gregor 
Mr. Brian Grossman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Grumhaus 
Ms. Mary Ellen Guest 
Mr. & Mrs. Fletcher Gurney 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gutstadt 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Haefke 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred K. Hall 
Ms. Lillian Hall 
Mr. Craig Halliday 
Mrs. Louise Hamilton 
Ms. Charlotte Hammerman 
Ms. Aimee Hamu 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hamu 
Ms. Dru Harlan

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Harwood 
Mrs. William Hauser 
Mrs. Janna Haycock 
Mrs. Janet Helman 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Heyman 
Ms. Liz Hicks 
Ms. Bernice Hirsch 
Ms. Florence Hoffman 
Mr. & Mrs. John Holabird, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Holleb 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Holleman 
Mr. & Ms. Gary Holzman 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Horsch 
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Horwich 
Ms. Ruth Horwich 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Horwitz 
Mr. James Houlihan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Houston 
Ms. Linda Hug 
Ms. Holly Hunt 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hurvitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Hurvitz 
Ms. Rachel Hutter 
Mr. Thomas C. Hynes, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ifergan 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Isenberg 
Mr. Robert Jacob 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Jacobs 
Ms. Theresa Jamison 
Ms. Geri Jarrard 
Ms. Sherry John 
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Johnson 
Ms. Jennifer Johnston 
Ms. Therese Jones 
Mr. Maynard Kagen 
Ms. Paula Kahn 
Mrs. Susan Kahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kallen 
Ms. Meredith Katz 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kearney 
Ms. Katherine Kelly 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Kelly 
Ms. Susan Kennedy 
Ms. Kelly Kessler 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kessler 

Ms. Laura Keyes 
Mr. & Mrs. Neil King 
Mr. Stuart Kipnes 
Mr. George Kobayashi 
Mr. Joseph S. Kotlarz 
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Kouris 
Mr. Bradly Kovin 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Krandel 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Krandel 
Mr. & Mrs. Kraus 
Mrs. Edwin Kretske 
Mr. & Mrs. David Kritzler 
Mr. Fred Krol, Jr. 
Ms. Patricia Kubicek 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kulp 
Mr. Andrew Landan 
Mr. Jonathan Landan 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Lapins 
Mr. Andy Lasswell 
Ms. Robin Lavin 
Ms. Courtney Lawrence 
Mr. Edward Leary 
Mrs. Joyce Leavitt 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald LeBoyer 
Dr. Russell LeBoyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ledford 
Mr. Paul Lehman 
Mr. Marc Leibson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lerich 
Ms. Kim Lero 
Mr. & Mrs. John Levi 
Mr. Al Levin 
Ms. Rachel Levin 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Levin 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Levine 
Ms. Barbara Levine 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Levinson 
Mr. Paul Levy 
Mr. Bertram Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Frederick Leydig 
Ms. Charlene Lieber 
Mrs. Dale Light 
Dr. & Mrs. Terry Light 
Mr. Bob Lipman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lipsky 
Mr. Larry Liss 
Mr. James Listak 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Lo 
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For some students, Workplace Mentoring marks the rare opportunity for
one-on-one adult attention or extra help with vocabulary; for others, it’s
the first time visiting the “Loop” or riding in an elevator.  Workplace
Mentoring offers students the chance to enhance their reading skills and
self-esteem while getting a true glimpse of Corporate America.  This year,
it offered 210 employees the chance to make a difference in a child’s 
education without ever leaving their offices.  

Once a week, students travel to such downtown offices as Chicago Board
Options Exchange (CBOE), Credit Suisse First Boston, Deloitte, LaSalle
Bank and Smith Barney for one-on-one tutoring and mentoring.  Mentors
and students pour over Scholastic reading selections and then delve into
the accompanying comprehension activities.  The Scholastic reading lab
allows tutors to track and reward students’ progress by advancing them
from lower to higher reading levels.  After the day’s reading session con-
cludes, each session ends with 30 minutes of educational games.  

While all programs follow the same guidelines, each Workplace
Mentoring site has its own character and energy.  Every year at CBOE, the
first session involves a tour of the trading floor where students and vol-
unteers pretend to buy and sell stock options.  At Smith Barney, tutors
escort their students back to their desks to “Google” interesting topics
from their reading or just check out the spectacular views.  Special expe-
riences at every business show students not only that reading can be
interesting and fun, but that it can take you places . . . like the top of the
LaSalle Bank building.

Because Workplace Mentoring provides students with 
reading instruction as well as invaluable exposure to the
business world, it continues to produce results.  In the
2003–2004 school year, 90% of mentors reported that
their students developed a more positive attitude toward
school and 97% saw an improvement in self-esteem.

WORKPLACE 
MENTORING

Ms. Sylvia Berg 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Berger 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Berger 
Ms. Laura Berger 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bergmann 
Ms. Susan Berman 
Ms. Fredda Berman 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Bernstein 
Mrs. Irwin Biederman 
Mr. Jeffrey Blackburn 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Bliwas 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip D. Block III
Mr. Tom Block 
Mr. & Mrs. David Blue 
Mrs. Barbara Bluhm-Kaul 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Blum 
Ms. Rachel Bohler 
Mr. Glenn Bokhof 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boldt 
Mr. Russ Bolitho 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bookshester 
Ms. Barbara Borovsky 
Mr. & Mrs. James Borowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Borzak 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Boyer 
Ms. Kathleen Brangan Held 
Ms. Nikki Bravo 
Mr. Chris Breit 
Mr. Ross Bricker 
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Brody 
Ms. Catherine Brokenshire 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bronstein 
Ms. Dorothy Brown 
Mr. Baird Brown 
Ms. Diane Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. James Brown 
Ms. Sheila Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Brown 
Ms. Ellamae Brown 
Ms. Sarah Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin C. Bruning 
Ms. Leah Bruno 
Mr & Mrs. John Buchanan 
Mr. George Burditt 
Ms. Barbara Burrell 
Ms. Susanne Bush 
Mrs. Pastora Cafferty 
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Cannon 
Ms. Natalie Caplin 

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Carl 
Ms. Rebecca Carlson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Carlson 
Mr. & Mrs. William Carlson 
Mr. Jason Carter 
Ms. Brenda Carucci-Bliss 
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Casciaro 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Caspe 
Mrs. Margery Chapman 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Chapman 
Ms. Joyce Kagan Charmatz 
Ms. Caroline Chen 
Ms. Rosalind Childe 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Christensen 
Mr. & Mrs. Shevlin Ciral 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph  E. Clark 
Mr. John Coban 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Cohen 
Ms. Wendy Cohen 
Ms. Tina Cohen 
Richard and Pat Cohn 
Ms. Marcia Cohn 
Ms. Deanna Collura 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Conant 
Ms. Diana Conley 
Mr. Vincent Connelly 
Ms. Susan Connor 
Mr. Patrick Corrick 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Crandall, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Crosse 
Mr. John Cullerton 
Amory Cummings 
Mrs. Dino D'Angelo 
Mr. Rob Davis 
Ms. Jen Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Jean-Pierre Deheeger 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Delaney 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven DePaepe 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon DesPres 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Detterbeck 
Ms. Michelle Devine 
Ms. Michelle Dewlen 
Ms. Diane Dillon 
MR. Paul D. Dincin 
Ms. Gina Diomedi 
Ms. Ruth Donahue 
Ms. Mary Doody 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Dring 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dry 

Ms. Lizzie Dubin 
Mr. Michael Dunning 
Ms. Sheila Earley 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Edelman 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Edidin 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Edquist 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ehrlichman 
Ms. Lesley Eisenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Eisenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Elden 
Mr. Thomas Elden 
Mr. Bryan Engel 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Epstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Epstein 
Mr. Elliot S. Epstein 
Mr. Alex Epstein 
Mr. Harley Esposito 
Mr. & Mrs. Burt Fainman 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Fairchild 
Mr. Daniel Feeny 
Ms. Jessica Feinstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Feitler 
Dr. & Mrs. James Feld 
Ms. Helen Feldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Feldstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Felner 
Ms. Ardennia Fentress 
Mr. Eric Fine 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Fishbein 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fitzpatrick 
Mr. Stephen Flisk 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Fogel 
Mr. Stephen Fort 
Ms. Karen Fox 
Mr. Peter B. Fox 
Ms. Susan Freehling 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry French 
Mr. Scott Frumkin 
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Fulton 
Ms. Robyn Galbos 
Ms. Dana Galler 
Ms. Joanna Galler 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gatzert 
Mr. Albert Gelders 
Ms. Mara Georges 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Gersten 
Mr. Ronald Gidwitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gignilliat 
Mrs. Temmie Gilbert 

GIFT REPORT



10WITS ANNUAL REPORT

20
02

–2
00

3

WITS ANNUAL REPORT5

2003–2004

What began simply enough—two friends volunteering to tutor and mentor students at
Byrd Academy—flourished and became an entire organization.  As more and more
friends of Joanne Alter and Marion Stone joined forces to aid in the development of
Chicago Public Schools students, WITS was born and our Classroom Assistants pro-
gram blossomed.

These adults, mostly retirees and homemakers, formed the backbone of WITS and
served as a volunteer model for our nearly 1,600 volunteers today.

Classroom Assistants work under the direction of their teachers in an adopted 
classroom.  On any given day, they can be seen working one-on-one, in small groups or
with entire classes.  Often, they spend three to four hours, once or twice a week, at a
school.  

Though each volunteer plays a different role in his or her classroom, they all carry out
the same WITS mission, making a real difference for their students.

CLASSROOM 
ASSISTANTS

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Case
Mr. & Mrs. James Clary
Mr. Norman Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Eisen
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Fields
Mr. Richard Fizdale
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Glassberg
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Goldner
Ms. Erin Halperin
Dr. & Mrs. Sherwin Ho
Ms. Grace Hokin
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Kovler
Ms. Mary Beth Liccioni
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Lind
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Lowe
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Mabie
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Maddox
Mr. Judd Malkin
Mrs. Jan Matz
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mazzetta
Mr. Tom Meites
Mrs. Marilyn Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morris
Mr. Thomas J. Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Pepper
Mrs. Mary Jane Pollack
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Saks
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Saltzman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Smirniotis
Mr. Ronald Sonenthal & Dr. Kathy
Sonenthal
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Supera
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Swaney
Mr. Peter Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Tomingas
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Weiner
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zisook

$500–$999
Ms. Marie Aries
Mrs. Lester Anixter
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Baum
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Beda
Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Bloom
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Bronstein
Mr. John Burgess
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Clifford

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Coe
Mr. & Mrs. George Cotsirilos
Mr. Robert Deutsch
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Dunn
Ms. Susan Estes
Mrs. Elaine Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Galloway
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Gaynor
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Goldstein
Ms. Juraine Golin
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Goodman
Mr. Leonard Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hammerman
Mr. Travis Hartinger
Mr. Case Hoogendoorn
Ms. Jill Jacobs-Baar
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Burt Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kaplan
Mr. Patrick Kelly
Ms. Linda Kinzelberg
Mr. Bill Kurtis & Ms. Donna
LaPietra
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lederer
Mr. & Mrs. William Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Lehman
Mr. Jason Leopold
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Levin
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Levin
Mr. Woody Levin
Mrs. Lillian Lewis
Ms. Marilyn Malkin
Ms. Abby Mandel Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mendelson
Hon. & Mrs. Abner Mikva
Mr. & Mrs. Newton Minow
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Pearl
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Port
Ms. Janice Rodgers
Mr. & Mrs. Burt Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sacks
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Schelly
Mr. Brett Singer
Mr. Seth Singerman
Mr. James Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Susman
Mr. Thomas Swaney
Mr. & Mrs. Carl R. Tannenbaum
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Treister

Mr. Timothy Trotter
Mr. Jim Vargo
Mr. Mark Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Weinberg
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Zisook
Mr. & Mrs. Edmond Zisook

Up to $499
Ms. Hope Abelson 
Ms. Judith Abt 
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Ackmann 
Ms. Susan Adler 
Ms. Bonnie Agnew 
Mr. Mark Agnew 
Ms. Roula Alakiotou 
Mr. Robert Alpaugh 
Ms. Amanda Alpert 
Ms. Linda Alpert 
Mr. John Alschuler 
Dr. Harrison Alter 
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Alter 
Ms. Sharon Alter 
Mr. Stuart Andreas 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Anixter 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Anixter 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Annes 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Appelbaum 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Aronson, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ascoli 
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Ashkin 
Ms. Alexis Ashley 
Mr. Jeff Baetz 
Mr. Robert Barber 
Ms. Deborah Bard 
Mrs. Dolores Barnett 
Mr. Bill Barrett 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Barron 
Dr. & Mrs. William H. Barrows 
Ms. Grace Barry 
Mr. Bradley Bass 
Mr. Michael Bauer 
Ms. Traci Beck 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Beck 
Mr. Scott Behrens 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Beitler 
Ms. Diana Beliard 
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Belzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Benton 
Ms. Alicia Berg 
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Launched in 2003 by the WITS Junior Board, the Saturday
Program successfully completed its second year at Walsh
Elementary School.  Growing from 35 tutors to nearly 50,
the program’s expansion and improvement allowed WITS to
accommodate every recommended student. 

From January to April, motivated young adults recruited by
the Junior Board traveled to Walsh and worked one-on-one
with 1st through 5th graders.  Each student received indi-
vidualized attention in reading comprehension, phonics,
reading aloud and sight words.    

Foregoing Saturday morning cartoons, students arrived
eager to get to work and to “hang” with their buddy.  The
Walsh principal and teachers commended the volunteers
for their energy and dedication, marveling at the change in
their students after the 13-week program.  

By instilling new reading confidence and abilities, Saturday
Program volunteers played a crucial part in preparing their 
students for standardized testing in the spring.  By the final
session, students were thrilled to select and take home 20
new books for their own mini libraries, a gift from the WITS
Junior Board.

INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

$80,000 +
Chicago Public Schools
Humana Inc.

$25,000–$79,999
LaSalle Bank
UBS

$10,000–$24,999
Chicago Board Options Exchange
Circle of Service Foundation
D & R Fund
Marsh US
Morgan Services, Inc.
Northern Trust
Quaker/Pepsico

$5,000–$9,999
Ariel Capital Management
Cambridge Healthcare Ltd.
Deloitte & Touche
The Harris Foundation
Pond Family Foundation
Tishman Midwest Management
Corporation
Zell Family Foundation

$1,000–$4,999
AT&T Wireless
Chicago Tribune
Citizens for James M. Houlihan
James and Judith K. Dimon
Foundation
DJS Consulting
Equity Office
Equity Residential Foundation
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Horner Family Foundation
JMB Realty Corporation
McDermott, Will & Emery
Midwest Generation

Morris Descendants Foundation
Norfolk Southern Railway
Company
Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Pajeau Children's Foundation
People's Energy
Pepper Construction Company
Public Allies
Sacks Family Foundation
Sandz Development Co.
Sara Lee Corporation
The Chicago Community
Foundation
Ward C. Rogers Foundation

$500–$999
Arie and Ida Crown Memorial
CNA Foundation
Commercial Association of
Realtors Wisconsin
Jocarno Fund
Nykiel, Carlin Financial Services
Open Philanthropy Foundation
Shore Bank
Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP
Transpro, Inc.

Up to $499
American Lung Association
Ancora Associates
Chicago Building Congress
Chicago Children’s Museum
Citizens for Jesse White
Home Federal Bancorp
Jewel
Kenneth Douglass Foundation
Lipsig Family Philanthropic Fund
Kenneth and Harle Montgomery
Foundation
Nails By Laurel, Ltd.
Neiman Marcus Group
Nuveen Investments
Osco
Polk Bros. Foundation

South Suburban Small Business
Association
Stone Barrett Foundation
Syndicated Equities Corporation
Tatu Tatoo, Inc.
Trinity Asset Management, Inc.
Wells Fargo Foundation

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$50,000 +
Mr. Bruce Terker

$20,000–$49,999
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Berlacher
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Lehman
Mr. Robert Lifton & Ms. Carol
Rosofsky

$15,000–$19,999
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Roberts, Jr.

$10,000–$14,999
Ms. Elizabeth Jamie Alter & 
Mr. Michael Lynton
Mr. James L. Garard, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Johnson

$5,000–$9,999
Mr. & Mrs. James Alter
Mrs. Paul Guenzel
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Levinson
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Nielsen
Mr. Michael Panitch
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Scully

$1,000–$4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Altemus
Mr. Sheldon Baskin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Brehm
Mr. Jim Campbell

WITS is grateful for the generous contributions of the many individuals, corporations, foundations
and government institutions who supported our volunteer programs during the FY 2003 

(July 1, 2003–June 30, 2004).  Your support of the WITS tutoring and mentoring programs is critical
to our success in serving children in the Chicago Public Schools.

Thank you!

SATURDAY PROGRAMGIFT REPORT
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WITS BITS 

AT&T Wireless
Belgravia Group
Chicago Board Options Exchange
Chicago Public Schools Central Office
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce
City of Chicago Department on Aging
City of Chicago Business and Information 

Services
City of Chicago Commission on Human 

Relations
City of Chicago Emergency Response Center
City of Chicago Graphics & Reproduction 

Department
City of Chicago Health Department
City of Chicago Law Department
City of Chicago Department of Planning and 

Development
City of Chicago Mayor’s Office of Special Events
City of Chicago Department of Transportation
City of Chicago Treasurer’s Office
Cook County Assessor’s Office
Cook County Circuit Court, Juvenile Justice 

Division
Credit Suisse First Boston
Deloitte

Equity Office
Equity Office Residential
Goldman Sachs
Hewitt Associates
Hoogendoorn & Talbot
Humana Inc.
LaSalle Bank 
Marsh
McDermott Will & Emery
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 

Greater Chicago
Michael Best & Friedrich
North Shore Congregation Israel
The Northern Trust Company
Northwestern Law School 
Queen of All Saints
Richard Builders, Inc.
Smith Barney
Sandz Development Co., Inc.
Shore Bank
State of Illinois Forensic Science Center
UBS
United Airlines
U.S. Equities Realty

2003–2004 Partnering Organizations and Corporations

Classroom Assistants: 117 (7%)

Power Lunch Volunteers: 1215 (77%)

Saturday Program Volunteers: 44 (3%)

Workplace Mentoring Volunteers: 210 (13%)

Number of Volunteers: 1,586

Number of Schools: 29

Number of Students: 5,000

Partnering Organizations: 44

Number of Bus Routes: 33

Volunteer Hours: 135,000

2004 Revenues 2004 Expenses

Other

1%

Contract Revenue 

9%

Special Events

24%

Contributions, Grants,
In-Kind Donations

66%

STATEMENT 
OF REVENUES 

AND EXPENSES
Revenues: 2004 2003 2002

Contributions,Grants, $557,034 $495,834 $565,023
In-Kind Donations

Contract Revenue 80,000 180,000 150,000

Special Events 201,991 465,432 198,996

Other 85 141 1,423

Total Revenue 839,110 1,141,407 915,442

Expenses: 2004 2003 2002
Program $557,523 $508,373 $498,894

Management and General 192,685 190,157 168,741

Fund-raising 139,093 360,709 228,324

Total Expenses 889,301 1,059,239 895,959

Fund-raising

15%

Fund-raising

15%

Management
and General

22%

Program

63%

Program Breakdown

A complete set of audited financial statements is available on our website at www.witsontheweb.org


